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CONFIDENTIAL BUENOS AIRES 8227 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, AR 

SUBJECT: DATE FOR ELECTIONS SET 

1. EXECUTIVE BRANCH HAS JUST ANNOUNCED THAT OCTOBER 17 HAS BEEN 
DECIDED ON AS DATE FOR NEXT ELECTIONS. OTHER PARTIES MAY NOT BE 
OVERJOYED THAT ELECTIONS ARE TO BE HELD ON PERONIST LOYALTY DAY. 
INDEED, A UCR CONTACT HAS ALREADY EXPRESSED OUTRAGE IN PRIVATE 
CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF. 

2. ANNOUNCING DATE FOR ELECTIONS JUST NOW, EVEN BEFORE CONGRESS 
HAS SET THEM FORWARD. IS RATHER OBVIOUS ATTEMPT TO DIVERT ATTEN- 
TION FROM DETERIORATING POLITICAL SITUATION. MRS. PERON HAS LOST 
MAJORITY IN CONGRESS AND DISSIDENT DEPUTY CARLOS PALACIO DEHF.Z.A 
LEVELED NEW BLAST AT GOVERNMENT DECEMBER 15, DESCRIBING IT AS 
BESET BY TREMENDOUS POWER VACUUM AND DEMANDING IMPEACHMENT OF A 
NUMBER OF CABINET MINISTERS AND OTHER "CORRUPT OFFICIALS." BA 
HERALD REPORTED HIM AS SAYING THAT UNLESS THERE WERE SOLUTIONS 
SOON "WE WON'T EVEN GET TO 1976." NO OTHER PAPER REPORTED THAT 
PARTICULAR REMARK. BUT IT IS ONE HE HAS MADE BEFORE. 

3. MINISTER OF DEFENSE VOTTERO MEANWHILE HAS PUBLICLY COMPLAINED 
THAT GROUPS OF CIVILIANS AND RETIRED MILITARY ARE PLOTTING AGAINST 
THE GOVERNMENT, THOUGH HE EXPRESSED FULL CONFIDENCE THAT SUCH 
PLOTS WOULD FAIL. SETTING DATE FOR ELECTIONS MAY BE MEANS OF 
DRAWING ATTENTION AWAY FROM SUCH ACTIVITIES. 
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